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Kelly Waters Travel Grant for National Meetings Background: The Virginia Bleeding
Disorders Foundation (VABDF) is proud to offer the Kelly Waters Travel Grant for National
Meetings in recognition of Kelly Waters’ nearly 20 years of leadership and service as Executive
Director of the Virginia Bleeding Disorders Foundation formerly the Virginia Hemophilia
Foundation from 2006-2025. With a background in social work, healthcare, and nonprofit
leadership, Kelly was deeply committed to improving the lives of individuals and families
affected by bleeding disorders through education, advocacy, and community support. During her
tenure, she worked to grow VABDF into a financially healthy organization, allowing the
foundation to expand scholarships, travel grants, and educational opportunities for the
community. Inspired by Kelly’s passion for travel, lifelong learning, and community
engagement, this grant supports attendance at national meetings and conferences that provide
opportunities for education, networking, advocacy, leadership development, and personal growth
while helping participants build confidence, independence, and overall well-being.

QUESTIONS: If you have questions about this scholarship or the application process, please
reach out to Heather Conner, VABDF Executive Director at 804-740-8643 or info@vabdf.org.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

Application Deadline: Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis throughout the year.
VABDF currently accepts applications for the National Bleeding Disorders Foundation (NBDF)
Bleeding Disorders Conference (BDC) and Washington Days. Application deadlines for these
programs vary each year; please visit the VABDF website for current deadlines and information.

Requests for assistance to attend other national meetings or programs may be considered on a
case-by-case basis. Applications for those opportunities must be submitted at least 6 weeks prior
to the start of the meeting or event.

How to Apply

Submit your application using one of the following options:
e Complete the online application form here: https://form.jotform.com/261337103525146
e Download the PDF application here and email to info@vabdf.org

Important Instructions
e Read all instructions carefully before submitting your application.
o Complete every section of the application.
o Ifa question does not apply to you, enter “N/A” do not leave any blanks.

Please Note
e VABDF may contact the applicant’s treatment provider to verify information included in
the application.
e Applications are reviewed by volunteers serving on the VABDF Scholarship Committee.
e Applicants are typically notified within one month of submission regarding scholarship
decisions and award amounts.
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ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES

Eligible applicants are individuals living with an inherited bleeding disorder and their immediate
family and/or household members who live in the VABDF service area which includes most of
Virginia, except: Cities: Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church, Herndon, Manassas, and Vienna and
Counties: Arlington, Fairfax, Fauquier, Loudoun, Prince William, and Stafford

Please Note

o Recipients of the travel grant must be at least 21 years or older or accompanied by
someone who is at least 21 years or older at the time of the meeting.

e Applicants are expected to have volunteered at or participated in VABDF activities.

o Exceptions may be considered on a case-by-case basis with a strong
recommendation from an HTC provider or other healthcare professional.

e Applicants’ plans to use and share what they gain from the program may be considered
during the review process. Examples may include contributing to the VABDF newsletter
or speaking at a future VABDF event.

e Previous enrichment scholarship recipients are welcome to reapply in future years and
applicants who were not selected in a previous year are also encouraged to apply again.

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD: PAYMENT AND RECIPIENT RESPONSIBILITY

Scholarship Award

Scholarship awards are based on VABDF budget and strength of the application. Award amounts
vary for a travel grant but are typically in the range of $500-$1000 per person (not to exceed
$2,000 per family) and also depend on the availability of travel grants offered by the national
organizations.

Scholarship Payment

e VABDEF staff will work with award recipients to distribute funds. Whenever possible,
payments may be made directly to the organization, program, or vendor.

e Recipients requesting reimbursement must submit receipts or other proof of payment for
approved expenses before reimbursement can be issued. Approved expenses will be
reimbursed up to the awarded amount after documentation is received.

e Any expenses exceeding the scholarship amount are the responsibility of the recipient.

Scholarship Recipient Responsibility

e Recipients are required to provide documentation of attendance.

e Ifrequired documentation is not provided, grant payments may be considered taxable
income, and VABDF may be required to issue an IRS Form 1099 for payments
exceeding $600 in a calendar year.

e By accepting funds, recipients agree to attend and participate in the approved event,
meeting. If a recipient does not attend or participate, VABDF may request reimbursement
for expenses paid on their behalf.
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